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ASIAN AUTUMN EVENTS BEGIN -THREE PERFORMANCES OF ASIAN DANCE 
AND MUSIC AT THE ART MUSEUM 

Performances of Noh dance and Japanese and Korean music are among October events 
in The Cleveland Museum of Art’s annual Asian Autumn series. The ambitious 1991 series 
continues throughout November, with many events complementing the 75th Anniversary 
exhibition The Triumph of Japanese Style (October 19-December 1). 

Wednesday, October 2, at 8 pm. Akira Matsui makes his Cleveland debut in Noh 
performances in Gartner Auditorium, performing the major dance sections from plays of the 
classical Noh repertory, whose themes range from the peril of a sudden snow storm, to human 
love, betrayal, and revenge, to the machinations of gods and devils. He will also perform a 
short piece he has choreographed to contemporary jazz music. 

The Noh repertory comprises about 240 short plays whose texts combine poetry and 
prose in 14th-century literary Japanese, and whose props and sets are starkly elegant. Noh’s 
slow, ritualistic style recalls its diverse origins in Shinto festival dances and Buddhist dance- 
dramas. 

A performer of the Kita School style of Noh and a resident of Wakayama City, Japan, 
Mr. Matsui has in the course of his distinguished career traveled to India, Australia, Norway, 
Finland, the United States, and Britain, where he was most recently in residence last spring at 
the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. As the shite -the masked 
and luxuriantly attired protagonist in Noh perform ance--Mr. Matsui has performed in such 
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major productions as Okina (1990), Dojoji (1988), Kantan (1987), and Shojo Midare (1986). He 
performs annually as the shite in plays at the Negoro-dera Temple and the Nichizengu Shrine in 
Wakayama City, his versatility as an actor has led to numerous roles in non-traditional productions. 
Hart Larabie and Tatsuko Iida are costuming assistants for the Art Museum performance. 

Sunday, October 20, at 4:30 pm. Japanese-born Clevelander Kei McMillin, popular as a 
teacher and performer at the Art Museum, returns to the Lecture Hall stage for a demonstration of the 
koto (plucked zither). The modem thirteen-stringed koto , made of paulonia wood with movable 
bridges for each string, has its antecedents in ancient Japan. Ms. McMillin, a former designer and 
creative stylist at American Greetings Corp., is a translator and teacher of Japanese language, author of 
a Japanese language textbook, and lecturer on Japanese culture and costume, and is teaching Japanese 
calligraphy at the Art Museum this fall. 

Wednesday, October 30, at 8 pm. Suk-son Ahn, of Seoul, Korea, will give a performance 
of kayageum pyongchang (singing accompanied by the kayageum, a Korean lute) in Gartner 
Auditorium. Ms. Ahn has studied kayageum pyongchang -designated an intangible cultural treasure of 
Korea- with Kwi hee Park and kayageum with So hee Kim, is active as a soloist of the National Folk 
Opera Company and has performed in the U.S. and Europe. Her performance will be preceded, at 
5:45 pm, by a lecture on "International and National Elements in Korean Buddhist Sculpture" by Lena 
Kim, chairman, Department of Art History, Hongik University, Seoul. The lecture and performance 
are sponsored by the International Cultural Society of Korea, Seoul. 

Admission to the Museum and to these performances is free. 

* * * 

The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation is making possible the exhibition, the catalogue, and related programs. The 
exhibition is also supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. Continental Airlines is 
providing transportation. 
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